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BEGINNINGS
These words will be my last offering for the Anchor as the Rector of Advent. I
suppose I could use them for conclusion or review. Having entered my tenth year at Advent
there is certainly much that we could look back on. But, I am more inclined to look
forward and I do so with good reason.
We have our own plans to travel and otherwise entertain ourselves when there are
no vestry meetings to take account of. There are grandchildren to be enjoyed, places to see,
people to reconnect with now that there is more time. But when I think of beginnings I am
particularly thinking of Advent. I will watch with interest and anticipation.
So let me write an introduction instead of a conclusion. It is an introduction because
you care for one another. You genuinely do care. There is nothing easier for the rector of
Advent to accomplish than to find someone who will reach out and help someone else. It
may be a parishioner who is home bound or a neighbor who is in need. You do this most
often without asking. You call me to make sure I know there is a need; but, more often
than not, you have already stepped up to the plate and shown your care. We are not
perfect. Like the rest of the world we have our moments. Still we make allowances and
continue to care. This is a community of love and concern.
It is an introduction because you have a purpose. You see and participate in Sunday
school, Advent dinners, book group, choir, altar guild. None of these is your own special
possession. Your instinct is to offer them to all. You not only accept invitations you issue
them. You have purpose in living out a Gospel life, in caring for one another and the world
around you, in offering the Good News. The next time you hear and respond to the
renewal of your Baptismal Covenant, look with me at Advent and see with wonder how
often it is lived out.
It is an introduction because you are strong. There is this a great set of skills that
make up the people of Advent. They show themselves in any number of ways. It is in choir
with voices. It is in tending our yard and garden. It is bringing the sacrament to those who

are unable to be with us. It is the conscientious study of scripture. Counters, altar
guilders, readers, chalice bearers, Sunday school teachers, cooks, painters, cookie bakers-it is all of you.
I remember a conference some years ago when a group of priests were asked to draw
something to represent their parishes. After some thought I took a brush and paint to a
tee shirt. What I painted was just what was in the last Sunday bulletin, the
announcements of activities for the week coming. I filled the shirt with paint and my
colleagues were amazed. The point was not the number of gatherings as much as it was
that each involved the people of Advent using and offering all of their skills and strengths.
So you will forgive me if I think of this not as a conclusion but as an introduction to
what is to come. Go ahead and thrive. Share who you are. There are so many in the world
who are in need of what you have to offer, both Gospel and your own gifts. There will be
visiting and interim priests and in due course a new rector. Care for them, put up with
them, thrive with them, all as you have with me. It will always be an introduction. Go on
out. The kingdom breaks upon us. There is work to be done by us all and for us all.

--

EVENING BIBLE STUDY
The Monday evening bible study class resumes on January 15 in the new year at
6:30 p.m. in the Upper Room of the Parish Hall. The initial focus will be a five-to-six-week
study of scripture and theological reflection on the church seasons of Christmas and
Epiphany using ecumenical materials provided free from the online topical resources of The
Institute of Faith and Learning at Baylor.edu. Concurrently, the class will deliberate and
plan future units with the possibility of studying the Letter of St. James during Lent.
Please contact Sam Wilson at samwilsonjr46@gmail.com or 434-392-8123 (VM) for details.
All are invited to review the online resources and join in the lively discussions (Bring a
friend?). Class will be postponed in the event of problematic weather, to resume the
following week. “

Sam Wilson

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the parish of The Episcopal Church of the Advent/St. John’s
Chapel, Cape May, NJ, will be held on Sunday, January 21, 2018 at 9:15 AM in the Parish
Hall, 612 Franklin Street, Cape May, NJ. (Snow date is January 28.) Please plan to attend
this important meeting.
At this meeting, an election will be held for two Wardens, three Vestry Persons,
three Diocesan Convention delegates (and their alternates) and six Convocation Delegates
(and their alternates).
Nominations (see below) are posted on the Parish Hall bulletin board and at the
back of the church.

Senior Warden: (1 year term)
Fred Obligado
Junior Warden: (1 year term)
Calvin Stafford, Jr.
Vestry: (3 year term)
Deborah Lukens
Jane Carol Wilson
Kevin Casey
Delegates to Atlantic Convocation: (1 year terms)
Calvin Stafford

John Coyle

Patricia Keltie

Diane Dilworth

Mary “Happy” Beacham

Carol Obligado

Alternates to Atlantic Convocation: (1 year terms)
Dianna Bart
Sallie Mellem
Delegates to Diocesan Convention: (1 year terms)
Rhonda Jackson
Sam V. Wilson, Jr.

Corbin Cogswell
Alternates to Diocesan Convention: (1 year terms)
Mary “Happy” Beacham
Jane Carol Wilson
Noel Wong

Additional nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting, providing
written permission has been given by the nominee if absent, or verbally, if present.

Notes from the ECM

The next breakfast meeting of the ECM will be Tuesday, January 2. The meeting
begins at 8:30 AM, with coffee ready by 8:00 AM. The cost is $5.00 and all men of the
parish are invited.

Notes from the ECW

The next ECW meeting will be held on Thursday, January 18 at 10:30 AM in the
Parish Hall.

THE NEXT VESTRY MEETING IS SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL
MEETING

SINGLES AND DOUBLES SOCIAL
The Church of the Advent Singles and Doubles social events will be held the fourth
Saturday evening in January, February and March from 6:00 to 9:00 PM. The first evening will
be hosted by Deb and John Lukens at their home on January 27, 2018. They will provide
the main course and when you RSVP you will be asked to bring an appetizer, salad, vegetable or
dessert. There will be a $5.00 donation to defray the cost of beverages and any paper products.
RSVP and let the Lukens know what you would like to take by calling 609-898-6012 or email
cm1037@comcast.net. There is also a sign-up sheet on the table at the back of the church.

Advent Dinners 2018
(…Answer the call)
We are on track for another year of our famous, fun and delicious dinners. Our
plan is to get as many folk as possible involved. So when the call comes make it a
point to step up to the challenge. We will be looking for all ages and every role,
from serving to cooking. The format is similar to last year with dinners on the
fourth Saturday. And….don’t forget that we will also offer a traditional pancake
supper on Shrove Tuesday, February 13.

ADVENT BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the book club will be on Tuesday, January 9 at 7:00 PM at the
home of Carol and Fred Obligado. The book for discussion is Evicted by Matthew Desmond.

CHRISTMAS BEGINS
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the Kings and princes are home,
When the Shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.

-Howard Thurman

Outreach committee honors
Fr. John and Dot
The committee met on November 29th and realized this was the last meeting with
Fr. John and Dot so we went all out with a wine and cheese party. We thank both Fr. John
and Dot for all their work on the committee. Fr. John gave us good counsel and new
ventures reaching God’s work into our community and out into the larger world. Dot
faithfully recorded minutes and organized an agenda for each meeting and had ideas for
new projects to involve our congregation.
We will miss them and decided to name a scholarship in their honor. Our African
children’s scholarship is now the Fr. John and Dot Mitchell Scholarship. We will continue
the work to support children who need opportunity to thrive in our own community and the
world.

Marrie Cassidy

THANK YOU, THANK YOU
A special thank you to the members of our Vestry whose terms are expiring. Carol
Hoffman, Dr. Lorraine King, Michael Kirk, as members of the Vestry and Glenda Unzelmann as
Senior Warden, have served faithfully and are now stepping aside for others. Thanks to them
and to all of you who are willing to invest your time and effort in our community.

